Fevers of unknown origin in patients requiring mechanical ventilation: an odontogenic problem?
Patients who are on continuous monitors and mechanical ventilators, and who are receiving medical care in an intensive care setting, do not meet the usual expectations for dental care. Two examples of odontogenic contribution to fevers of unknown origin are presented in the context of treatment of continuously monitored patients with mechanically supported respiration. It is intended that these cases show the need for active dental consultation and participation by dentists in the care of the patient who is chronically ill and who cannot be brought to the traditional dental care setting.